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SCARLETT 


Hey, Rangers: As Wise Old Owl ex- 
plained last December, she’s asked 
me, Scarlett Fox, to answer your 
tough questions. You can find most of 
your own answers with a little detec- 
tive work in the library. But if you're 
really stumped, send your question to 
me. | will answer as many letters as 
possible here in the magazine. S.F. 















Why do cats play with string? 
Lauree Jensen; Herndon, VA 

All cats are hunters, Lauree. And 

trying to catch the end of a string is a 

good way for pet cats to practice 

their hunting skills. 

Try sliding a string across the floor 
for your cat—or yanking the string in 
short hops. You also can tie the string 
around crumpled paper or a sock 
and see which your cat likes best. 
What other games can you make up? 





How old is the oldest 
rock ever found? 


Ben Webb; Arlington, VA 


You ready for this? It’s 
nearly four billion years 
old. That's like going 
through a million years— 
four thousand times! 
Scientists found the dark 
rock in northwestern 
Canada. The rock is al- 
most as old as the earth 
itself. (The earth was 
probably formed about 
4.5 billion years ago.) 
Now scientists are look- 
ing in the same area to 
see if they can find even 
older rocks. 































Drawings by Lisa Berrett 













Do animals throw up? swallowing it. Then they bring it back 
Connie Windsor; New London, CT _ to their nest or hive and feed other 
‘What a question! The answer is yes, ants or bees by throwing up. 
_ some do—but for reasons that may Animals such as penguins and 
- seem weird to you. — coyotes feed their young the same 
Many animals throw up to get rid way. They use their stomachs to _ 
of food that could make them sick. A- bring food back to their young. It 










































Why do garden spiders bird, for example, will throw up if it might sound gross to you, butthe 
make that zig-zag eats a poisonous butterfly. : baby animals think it’s great! 

pattern down the _ But some insects such as ants and Then there are vomiting birds such. _ 
middle of their web? bees use their stomachs asa kind as vultures and fulmars. They use 


David Hulett; Hattiesburg, MS 


I'm glad you asked me, 
David—I always won- 
dered about that too. 
Scientists have differ- 
ent ideas about the zig- 
zags. Spiders sometimes 
sit in the center of the zig- 
zag pattern. So some 
scientists think spiders 
use it as a disguise. 
Other scientists think 
the zig-zag is there to 
make the web easy to 
see, for both birds and 
insects. Birds that see 
the design don't fly into 
the web and mess up the 
spider's hard work. And 
insects seem to be 
attracted to the zig-zags. 
In fact, webs with zig- 
zags capture more in- 
sects than webs without 
Zig-zags. 


of grocery bag. They gather food by. vomit to freak out their enemies. = >- 
KTE e OAA -When one of these birds is frightened 
by an enemy, it throws up ìcky- = 
_ smelling stuff from its stomach. Pee- 
yew! The enemy is often stopped by 
the bad smell. | —Scarlett Fox | 
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The /eatherback sea turtle 
is the deepest-diving air- 
breathing animal. It can 
go almost three-quarters 
of a mile (1.2 km) under 
the water before it has to 
come up for air. 











